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Disabled Access Friendly

Writers’ guidelines for materials

General Aims

In the hurly-burly of everyday teaching and writing materials for the classroom, we may forget that we the teachers can, through our teaching and contact with young people, help shape society. The best teachers – and ELT authors - have always done more than just prepare students for tests.  They raise awareness of the world in which we live and try to make it a better place. 

The Disabled Access Friendly campaign targets privately owned Foreign Language Centres in Greece, where the vast majority of children attend in order to learn foreign languages, usually English.  The campaign is aimed primarily at children with difficulties in walking and who use wheelchairs. An important activity of the campaign is to provide teachers with free, downloadable material that can be used in the classroom for skills building and examination practice, but that will at the same time raise awareness about issues affecting people with physical disabilities.

The teaching material aims to:
(a) raise students’ awareness of people with disabilities and the challenges they face 

(b) raise awareness about different aspects of human diversity and how social integration can be an enriching experience for all 

(c) encourage students to notice their own and others’ behaviour and attitudes towards people with physical disabilities and to provide the means to help them act in order to improve their behaviour and attitudes to make them more sensitive, positive and supportive where necessary. 

We invite you to help support this campaign by

(1) Sending in a simple idea or suggestion for this kind of teaching material

We would welcome any kind of contribution from teachers or other interested persons - you most certainly do not have to be a materials writer to contribute. We can all make use of our teaching or life experience to suggest ideas for a lesson or a particular text that could be used. You can send in an idea, an outline, or material which you think would make a good lesson at any level and for any age group.  Every little bit helps. We would then develop your idea into a more fully fledged lesson or worksheet. 

(2) Sending in a more detailed lesson 

You can also of course send in a more detailed lesson which can be self-explanatory or a lesson accompanied by teacher’s notes, so other teachers can teach it  or adapt the material in their own way. Here are more detailed guidelines to bear in mind: 

(a) The material may take the form of reading texts, quizzes, questionnaires, games, surveys, webquests, project work or some form of writing activity.

(b) The material can be at any level from beginner to advanced.

(c) The age-group at which the material is aimed can be young learners to adults – 

(d) The material can be average lesson length for a particular learning context or it can be designed to be taught over two or more lessons.

(e) The material can be designed for classroom or for out of class activities or both (as for example in the case of surveys, webquests and questionnaires).

(f) The material should be specifically about people with physical disabilities and their potential for active participation in all aspects of life, such as issues of access to places of education, work, public services, buildings, entertainment, transportation, issues affecting their everyday ability to move about and live independently, and other people’s attitudes and behaviour towards them.  

(g) The material may aim to practise language or skills, grammar, vocabulary or functions, or to provide facts, general knowledge and cultural awareness.

(g) Style: the material may be serious or humorous, but always respectful of social difference and the dignity of others.

(h) Genre: the material may be in the form of dialogues or continuous texts and may be drawn from a variety of genres. 

(i) In addition to the material itself (readings texts, dialogues, discussions, quizzes, questionnaires etc) you may like to provide a set of teachers’ notes that state the general and specific aims of the material (in terms of language, skills or awareness raising) in addition to providing a detailed lesson plan and key with suggested answers.

(j) Avoid creating material which will involve the production of original graphic or visual material. If you wish to use visuals, try and use material which is available free on the internet.

Acknowledgement

Contributors of ideas or actual teaching material can chose to remain anonymous on the site, or to have their name mentioned as being the author of the material, or the person on whose idea the material was based, or even to have their biography available on the site for publicity purposes. 
Contact us

If you are considering sending in an idea of some material, but would like to first see an interim version of the website, with examples of the kind of material we are looking for, please contact Disabled Access Friendly directly on disabledaccessfriendly@hotmail.com.  Please also use this address to send in your idea or contribution. 
Thank you!

www.disabled-accessfriendly.com      Facebook “Disabled Access Friendly”     disabledaccessfriendly@hotmail.com


